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Opinion Summary

Why the Iraqi Insurgency Will Fail as the Democratic Process Stalls
By:

Operation Sierra Rain
OCTOBER 2005

      During an initiative that was lead by the US and Coalition Forces, a letter was obtained detailing general strategy about the insurgency ongoing within the Iraq. This letter was intercepted approximately on 07 OCT 2005 through an unnamed operation which has not been made public. The letter, once translated into English, covers approximately 13 typed pages and is organized into sections that explain concerns about the escalating violence in Iraq and the ability of Al Qaeda to continue to battle for control of this key Islamic state. Although several citations are made about the United States withdrawal and the vacuum of power that would follow, the author of the letter attempts to compare past US withdrawal to the current situation in Iraq without understanding the major differences that exist for the War on Terror, to say, the Vietnam War. By highlighting key statements made in the letter, this report will demonstrate the inability of the insurgency to win this conflict while identifying the slow progress democracy will have to emergence within an Islamic country.

      On 13 October 2005, Al Qaeda released a news statement through various web sites claiming that the intercepted letter was actually a psychological ploy by the White House to discredit al-Zarqawi.1 Despite this, the letter itself gives a unique perspective on the strategy of the Iraqi Al Qaeda cell operation while addressing future concerns that are effecting the entire organization worldwide, which are funding and popular support. The letter opens with various incantations to Allah and the greatness of Mohammad and briefly discusses the role of media broadcasts that were either aired or not. Although not necessarily important, it does illustrate the impact media has with the popular view of Al Qaeda against the Crusaders. Understandably, the author, Ayman al-Zawahiri is quite concerned with apprehension, as he mentions the arrest of Abu al-Faraj.2 The entire thrust of the overall letter is his personal opinion of what changes need to be addressed in the present day if Al Qaeda is to be successful in Iraq, with added emphasis for the entire Middle East.
      The War on Terror has been able to define a clear and present danger, terrorism. The danger of this type of warfare escalating in the future is likely. Insurgents using terrorism will continue through peripheral wars as European defined nations begin to splinter at the fault lines of ethnic divisions or tribal borders. This concerns al-Zawahiri as he notes the danger of the Pakistan Army in present day operations, locating and disposing of mujahedeen influence within tribal areas. Areas that are multicultured are easily taken through military means because of the factions that exist throughout the overall area not being able to mass as a united front. The oppressed minority will aid in the collapse of multicultured areas believing they will gain in power, but will be disillusioned from the 
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1 CNN International, “Al Qaeda in Iraq: Letter to al-Zarqawi a Fake,” (article on-line)(accessed on 14 OCT 2005) available from http://edition.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/10/13/alqaeda.letter/index.html: Internet.


2 Office of the Director of National Intelligence, “Letter from al-Zawahiri to al-Zarqawi,” (article on-line)(accessed on 13 OCT 2005) available from http://www.dni.gov/release_letter_101105.html: Internet.


complexity of maintaining control of this newly conquered area.3 This problem is presently showing its face in Iraq as the Shia population aligned itself with the US in an effort to regain authority that was lost during the Saddam regime.
      The second page of the letter discusses the history of Islam in reference to past battles and the present day peripheral wars being fought in Chechnya, Bosnia, Kashmir and the continuing conflict within Afghanistan. The assumption is made by al-Zawahiri that the mujahedeen is the spearhead of Allah and was given the sole purpose of ridding the world of the idolatrous infidels.4 This mind set that Al Qaeda is conforming to seems to most that it is nothing more than fanatical rhetoric. To the followers of Al Qaeda, however, they do believe it despite the obvious physical signs that surround them. The entire organization does not have the military capability to ever crush the United States. The belief is grounded, in that, they can dwindle down US forces and the public support needed to conduct long range operations to counter Operation Iraqi Freedom. The advantage that the US has is that it is willing to accept loss for an obtainable goal as long as the public is not betrayed by the media. 
      The immediate importance of the letter is the ringing concern that Al Qaeda is diverting away from their intended goal of forcing the withdrawal of US lead forces out of Iraq. The efforts of President Bush have greatly secured the borders of the United States. Comparatively, the years that President Clinton decided that minimal actions were the best course for US national security saw a rise in the esteem of terrorists worldwide. This foreign policy approach by the Clinton administration has lead Al Qaeda to strive for an Islamic authority and state in Iraq as they prepare for the eventual withdrawal of US forces. As stated in the second phase of the letter, Al Qaeda needs to prepare for this withdrawal, in that, un-Islamic forces will not be able to seize Iraq.5 What Al Qaeda fails to realize is that Iran has already started to influence the Shia community, which make up 60% of southern Iraq. Unnamed sources state that Iran has already started to flood the air waves with Shia dominated extremist propaganda. Al Qaeda is too late to turn this majority population against Iran, especially since the discovery of the letter written by al-Zawahiri.
      The third stage expounded by al-Zawahiri expresses a desire to extend the jihad left and right of Iraq once they occupy the country and make it an Islamic state of their own design. Based on personal observances, the Southern part of Iraq is rural and impoverished. Adding to the extreme circumstances of daily existence, education of the male population that would create future leaders is scarce. It is the young males seeking recognition that will travel to urban areas and may be heavily influenced by the propaganda and become the most volatile.6 This is the danger in dealing with tribal links
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 3 Ralph Peters, “The Human Terrain of Urban Operations,” (article on-line)(accessed on  25 SEP 2005) available from  http://carlisle-www.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/00spring/peters.htm: Internet.
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6  Ralph Peters, “The Human Terrain of Urban Operations,” (article on-line)(accessed on  25 SEP 2005) available from  http://carlisle-www.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/00spring/peters.htm: Internet.
and the ability of Al Qaeda in Iraq to bring the three main ethic groups together to form an Islamic state that would be able to extend the jihad to its neighbors. King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia stated that he would continue the fight against terrorism in his country calling the group, “madness and evil” during an interview to ABC’s Barbara Walters.7 

The opinion here is that, Al Qaeda has overstepped its bounds in reaching this all powerful Islamic state and is now threatening Arab rulers in a way that will ultimately cause more enemies than allies. Considering the exhausted funds, high death rates among its fighting class, and the threatening nature to other Muslim countries Al Qaeda is drawing more fire than what it has prepared for. The Persians of Iran will not stand for Al Qaeda to dominate their country. 
      The goals of Al Qaeda may seem to be over reaching, however, they are a patient bunch of extremists that were able to wreck havoc in far flung places and on the greatest military and economic nation in the present day world. Despite this early success, Al Qaeda proposes to rid Palestine of Israel. If Al Qaeda is able to survive to this point, they may find that Israel has already used the strategy that they themselves are reportedly attempting to use. Since 1939, Jews occupying the Palestine area have been using terrorism in a most effective way. The Jewish community had a paramilitary force called Lehi (Freedom Fighters for Israel). This force attacked both Arabs and British entities that assassinated police officers, soldiers, administrators, and diplomats to drive out the non-Jewish influence in the region.8 Israel is accustomed to terrorist acts and Al Qaeda’s only weapon is terrorism, which in the end will not defeat nor destroy the Jewish homeland. 
      Al Qaeda has set some dramatic steps ahead of itself in achieving their stated goals without the comprehension of the number of enemies it is generating as time continues forward. The letter by al-Zawahiri states that they need to gain public support nation wide in order to fill the void once the US leaves. Perhaps they never intended the letter to be released for public viewing. Even though it has been published by the US Director of National Intelligence, Al Qaeda is still misleading itself if they really believe they can accomplish any of these phases. Using terrorism can accomplish a great many things – especially if it is used correctly. Iran was able to use terrorism to isolate an unwanted monarch, the Shah, and force him into exile resulting in the Iranian Revolution and the beginning of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Shah misread the middle-class in their push for reform and reacted through violence.12 This was a mistake during his rule and a blessing for the opposition in isolating the Shah from his supporters. Al Qaeda has misread the Shia population and that of the Kurdish as well. There are far more Al Qaeda enemies in Iraq than just the US military!
_____________________

7 CNN International, “Abdullah: Al Qaeda is ‘madness and evil’,” (article on-line)(accessed on 14 OCT 2005) available from http://edition.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/10/13/abdullah.abcinterview/index.html: Internet.

8 Ian S. Lustick, “Terrorism in the Arab-Israeli Conflict: Targets and Audiences,” in Terrorism in Context, ed. Martha Crenshaw (The Pennsylvania State University Press, University Park, Pennsylvania, 1995), 525.

9 Jerrold D. Green, “Terrorism and Politics in Iran,” in Terrorism in Context, ed. Martha Crenshaw (The Pennsylvania State University Press, University Park, Pennsylvania, 1995), 572.

      Al Qaeda has made several mistakes as they engage the United States and Coalition 
forces in the War on Terror. The accidental capture of the letter written by al-Zawahiri will not crush Al Qaeda in Iraq; it is their approach of ideology and extremism that will give them the final blow of annihilation. Al Qaeda’s view of the Shia is one of the most serious barriers to their success in Iraq. They consider the Shia traitors and in collusion with the Americans, in that, they can seize power which was denied them during Saddam’s reign.10 Al Qaeda’s worldwide success in establishing an Islamic state will rest in their ability to catch up and maintain an economic structure based on Western influence. Sharing governance with Iraqi wide populations and promulgating what is and is not allowed only serves to weaken the prospect of gaining strength to compete against Western powers. 
      The one element that will severely hamper Al Qaeda’s success in Iraq is the lack of education and the training of a determined work force to mirror and compete with Western societies. Al Qaeda will be unable to do just that. The entire group is composed of apocalyptic mindset that alienates them from social norms, they view the world as their enemy, they are captives of their own rage, disappointments, and fantasies.11 Though most of the higher elite in Al Qaeda does have a university education or some sort thereof, they lack the basic skills to have personal relationships with the economic and social elements that create great nations. 
      Focusing on the assumption that Iraq is and will be like Vietnam, al Zawahiri makes the mistake that both wars are much alike. They are not. Vietnam was the forceful transition from one form of government to another, the changing of the systems of social stratification (political, economic, and social systems). Vietnam observed the French colonial system as debunked and unable to secure their holding on a country set apart from France. By 1953, the Vietnam-French War and the revolutionary movement had begun redefining the systems of social stratification.12 The mistake the United States made was to walk into a revolution. The process had already begun for the Vietnamese and the US was more or less the counterrevolutionary actor attempting to stop a process that the majority wanted. By not understanding this process, the US military machine could win battles, but not the war. The US was engaged in a war that they lost as they showed up. Iraq, on the other hand, is a country that is in the midst of revolutionary change. The systems of stratification are changing from a Saddam/Sunni dominated ruling class to one that is more representative of the country. The US can and will maintain this relationship that is greatly approved of by the majority. Therefore, the US is on the winning side of this conflict and will not repeat the mistakes of the past.
      The preparation section of the letter discusses the withdrawal of US forces and the need to fill the void with a Sharia amirate (Islamic state) and political leaders. The 
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10 Office of the Director of National Intelligence, “Letter from al-Zawahiri to al-Zarqawi,” (article on-line)(accessed on 13 OCT 2005) available from http://www.dni.gov/release_letter_101105.html: Internet.


11 Ralph Peters, “ When Devils Walk the Earth: The Mentality and  Roots of Terrorism and How to Respond,” (article on-line)(accessed 27 SEP 2005) available from http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/usmc/ceto/when_devils_walk_the_earth.pdf: Internet.
12 Sam C. Sarkesian, America’s Forgotten Wars. (Westport: Greenwood Press, 1984), 231- 234.
leadership is suggested to bring into the government elders, scientists, merchants, and scholars to form a balanced representation of the new nation. Added to this is the suggestion that the mistakes of the Taliban are not repeated. The notion by al-Zawahiri is that by selecting only those of Qandahar, the state of Afghanistan was not properly represented.13 He discusses the need to use students and their ability to identify with their tribes. It is this identity that will be used to unite the tribes and bring the nation together. The particular experience of history has shown that neighboring tribes tend to commit violence at a greater scale than one would believe. Studying the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Kashmir, and Mogadishu has shown that similar religion and the same race has lead to violence that ruptured governments while leading to genocidal results.14 The claim that this idea of students linking the country together is false and will only result in more killing.
      In the end, the letter makes several claims that propose ideas in winning the war on terror and banishing the US from Iraq. Will Al Qaeda actually get it together to be poised and ready for the take over of Iraq once Multinational Forces leave? It is unlikely that these fanatical warriors have any idea of what they say compared to what they actually do. Excluding the Shia from the political realm while planning their extermination is no way of gathering popular support or allowing the tribes to fair self representation. Several mistakes and misjudgments are made by al-Zawahiri in his letter to al-Zarquri. Before Iraq begins to even be a world power and bring itself up from third-world status, education must be at the core of their political, social and economic programs. Without an educated populace, the society is exposed to interpretation of another’s opinion. 
      In conclusion, Iraq has a long way to go in accepting democracy in a culture that relies on religious leaders to do what is right for their followers and not serve their own self interests in maintaining power. The Western society of the United States threatens the life style of all Islamic nations. The Koran does not allow the excesses that the average US citizen takes for granted. Iraq, as it stands now, is a less developed economy that will depend on tribal, ethnic, and religious lines that only hamper the process of voting for greater resources and the strengthening of the nation.15 As of this writing, the Iraqi Referendum was voted on just the day prior. One of the main religious leaders of the Shia made a statement the night before to support the referendum. Knowing and having the “Iraqi culture” explained by those who have the experience, it is no doubt that the Shia voted in favor of the referendum. Until educated minds can read and interpret with out relying on a few to do so for them, Iraq will be bounded and held hostage in their own ignorance. For Al Qaeda to seriously control this nation as a whole is far more complicated than al-Zawahiri has contemplated. Their inability to understand the dynamics at work and identify the different elements that make Iraq, as world powers have defined it, will ultimately lead to the defeat of Al Qaeda as a whole. 
_____________________
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